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Applicants submit herewith Form PTO-1449, "Information Disclosure Statement," and a 
copy of each reference listed therein. 

Since this Statement is being filed after a first Official Action on the merits, but before a 
Final Official Action or a Notice of Allowance, our Check in the amount of $180 per 37 C.F.R. 
§1.17(p) is enclosed. 

The references listed on the accompanying Form PTO-1449 were cited in a 
communication and search report from the European Patent Office in connection with a 
European application that claims priority from the above-identified application. A copy of the 
communication bearing the date of mailing of December 23, 2002 is submitted herewith along 
with Form PTO-1449 and copies of the references cited thereon. 

Please charge any additional fees associated with this Communication or credit any 
overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 23-0280. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed for 
that purpose. 
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